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Simon	Parker,	University	of	York		When	urban	sociology	first	began	in	Chicago	in	the	1920s	most	of	its	key	practitioners	were	ethnographers	of	urban	migration.	At	that	time	Chicago	was	one	of	the	fastest	growing	cities	in	the	world	and	this	could	only	have	been	possible	through	the	addition	of	tens	of	thousands	of	new	residents	from	the	Unites	States	(and	especially	the	African	American	communities	of	the	South)	as	well	as	Ireland,	Poland,	Germany	and	Southern	Europe.	To	understand	this	complex	pattern	of	exogenous	settlement	required	new	methods	of	social	enquiry	–	such	as	the	neighborhood	survey	pioneered	by	Jane	Addams	at	Hull	House,	as	well	as	participant	observation	and	urban	reportage,	the	‘dirty	hands’	research	made	famous	by	the	former	journalist	Robert	Park	(Parker,	2015).			A	century	later	and	with	the	mass	primary	migration	into	America’s	exploding	metropolis	largely	confined	to	history—urban	sociology	also	moved	from	being	a	dynamic	to	a	more	static	discipline	and	quite	naturally	shifted	its	attention	to	sui	
generis	issues	such	as	crime,	housing,	employment,	poverty	and	more	recently	to	social	issues	surrounding	race,	ethnicity	and	gender.	In	Europe	where	post-war	migration	from	former	colonies	in	Africa,	Asia	and	the	Caribbean	contributed	significantly	to	the	presence	of	ethnic	minorities	in	France	and	the	United	Kingdom,	and	in	West	Germany	where	the	main	incomer	populations	were	from	the	German	speaking	populations	of	Eastern	Europe	together	with	Southern	European	migrant	and	Turkish	‘guest’	workers—there	has	been	a	more	long	running	engagement	with	the	study	of	new	migrant	communities.	However,	apart	from	some	very	community	and	often	geographically	specific	ethnographic	studies	of	urban	migrant	populations—there	has	been	little	in	the	way	of	theoretical	or	methodological	innovation	at	least	in	term	of	urban	migration	in	the	Global	North.	This	contrasts	with	an	increasing	body	of	important	and	exciting	work	on	migration	and	urbanization	in	the	Global	South	that	is	encouraging	urban	scholars	elsewhere	to	look	more	closely	at	western	cities	and	territories	for	symptoms	of	post-colonial	segregation	and	control,	while	listening	more	attentively	to	the	voices	of	a	growing	subaltern	resistance	on	the	part	of	those	that	European	states	deem	‘illegal’	from	Lesvos	to	Idomeni	to	Calais.		At	the	same	time,	while	the	national	and	supra-national	scale	of	government	has	developed	ever	more	exclusionary	forms	of	bordering	and	biopolitical	sorting	beyond,	at	and	within	the	frontiers	of	‘Fortress	Europe’,	there	has	been	a	growing	humanitarian	solidarity	and	the	embrace	of	a	new	civic	cosmopolitanism	on	the	part	of	city	administrations	on	the	front	line	of	the	Mediterranean	migration	crisis.	In	Palermo,	the	mayor,	Leoluca	Orlando	prefers	to	refer	to	the	city	as	‘Arab-Norman’	and	a	city	of	the	Middle	East	rather	than	a	European	city.	Describing	the	20,000	deaths	in	the	Mediterranean	since	1990	as	a	state	orchestrated	genocide,	he	directly	implicates	the	European	Union’s	
refusal	to	provide	safe	and	legal	routes	for	those	fleeing	persecution	with	mass	homicide.	Orlando	is	frequently	to	be	seen	on	the	quayside	of	the	port	welcoming	hundreds	of	refugees—often	the	only	survivors	of	appalling	mass	drownings.	At	his	insistence	the	first	people	to	greet	the	new	arrivals	are	not	armed	police	but	aid	workers	from	the	Red	Cross	and	Save	the	Children.	The	emphasis	in	terms	of	the	local	authority	is	very	firmly	on	‘accoglienza’	(welcome)	rather	than	the	anti-smuggling	and	‘illegal	entry’	focused	border	policing	of	the	Italian	and	EU	authorities.	But	while	Palermo	does	not	have	as	significant	a	population	of	asylum	seekers	as	some	other	Sicilian	cities	where	initial	and	second	stage	reception	centres	are	more	present,	there	has	been	a	significant	change	in	the	ethnic	make-up	of	the	city	due	to	various	forms	of	migration	since	the	1980s.		The	City	Council	has	shown	its	commitment	to	recognizing	Palermo’s	increasingly	diverse	population	by	instituting	a	Council	of	Cultures	(Consulta	delle	culture).	The	council’s	members	are	elected	from	among	the	city’s	some	125	different	nationalities	and	100	spoken	languages.	The	President	of	the	Cultural	Council	defines	its	mission	as	“promoting	the	richness	of	culture	and	the	capacity	for	dialogue	among	the	various	communities,	uniting	political	representation	with	different	cultural	and	social	activities.	It	is	also	responsible	for	ensuring	that	new	residents	of	the	city	are	able	to	take	their	place	as	full	citizens	in	the	city’s	political	and	institutional	life,	regardless	of	their	nationality	or	immigration	status.		This	ambition	has	been	severely	challenged	recently	by	a	near	fatal	gun	attack	on	three	young	Gambians	(one	of	whom	who	remains	in	a	coma)	in	the	centre	of	Palermo	following	a	series	of	unprovoked	assaults	by	locals	from	the	Ballarò		neighbourhood	who	have	suspected	links	to	the	city’s	criminal	underground.1	A	demonstration	against	racist	violence	sponsored	by	local	political	leaders,	civic	associations	and	migrants	in	Ballarò	failed	to	attract	participation	from	local	residents	some	of	whom,	according	to	local	newspaper	reports,	abused	and	insulted	the	demonstrators2.	If	as	Mayor	Orlando	has	declared	–	the	presence	of	a	cosmopolitan	city	of	migration	constitutes	an	existential	challenge	for	the	Mafia	because	it	can	no	longer	rely	on	the	historic	ties	of	dependence	among	the	close	knit	communities	that	it	has	dominated	for	generations	–	then	it	is	no	surprise	that	organised	crime	has	declared	war	on	Sicily’s	more	recent	migrants.		Meanwhile	in	the	small	fishing	town	of	Riace	on	the	Calabrian	coast,	which	had	been	suffering	from	a	declining	population	and	economy	for	many	years,	the	decision	of	the	city’s	mayor	‘Mimmo’	(Domenico	Lucano)	to	welcome	over	6000	refugees	to	his	small	town	of	only	1500	inhabitants	has	brought	the	municipality	global	attention.3		The	initiative	happened	almost	by	accident	when	on	1st	July	1998	a	ship	with	218	Kurds	on	board	became	shipwrecked	on	the	coast	close	to	Riace.	The	refugees	had	been	planning	to	head	for	Greece	but	had	gone	off	course	with	disastrous	consequences.	Suffering	from	hypothermia	and	nearly	dead	from	starvation	most	of	the	refugees	had	given	up	any	hope	of	survival	when	Riace’s	mayor	decided	to	respond	to	the	emergency	and	called	on	the	town’s	inhabitants	to	take	in	the	survivors.	Many	of	the	survivors	decided	to	stay	in	Riace	and	from	then	on	other	new	residents	have	arrived	including	young	single	men	from	Tunisia,	Senegal	and	Eritrea	and	women	and	children	from	Syria	and	Algeria	
fleeing	war	and	poverty.		Each	new	resident	receives	600	Euros	a	month	from	the	municipality	and	is	given	an	older	abandoned	house	to	occupy.	In	one	case	a	young	Afghan	woman	was	able	to	have	her	house	made	habitable	thanks	to	a	local	builder	and	in	exchange	she	provides	child	care	and	looks	after	her	neighbour’s	elderly	relatives	who	have	Alzheimer’s.		In	Calais	and	Dunkirk,	by	contrast,	informal	encampments	of	refugees	seeking	to	escape	to	Britain	to	join	families	or	friends	on	the	other	side	of	the	Channel	face	violent	racist	vigilantes,	often	no	less	violent	and	racist	policing	and	extremely	hostile	public	authorities	across	this	uniquely	extended	and	protected	Anglo-French	frontier.		Agamben’s	term	‘bare	life’	is	often	overused	by	sociologists	who	want	to	depict	some	generic	form	of	abjection	but	this	deliberate	suspension	of	even	the	most	elementary	forms	of	human	dignity—a	place	to	wash	and	to	perform	bodily	functions,	to	sleep	without	the	threat	of	water	inundating	you	and	your	family	or	strangers	tearing	down	your	shelter,	being	able	to	stay	warm	and	heat	one’s	dwelling,	deciding	when	and	what	or	even	if	you	eat—these	are	the	experiences	not	just	of	adults	but	often	of	unaccompanied	and	orphaned	children	for	whom	no	state	authority	or	international	aid	organisation	feels	any	type	of	responsibility.		The	anthropologist	Michel	Agier	has	described	the	process	by	which	the	camp	has	literally	been	‘containerised’	with	half	the	inhabitants	forced	to	live	in	adapted	shipping	containers	and	kept	under	round	the	clock	surveillance—a	‘tuigdorp’	(scum	village)	strategy	previously	used	by	local	authorities	in	the	Netherlands	to	separate	out	‘unruly’	social	housing	tenants	from	their	respectable	neighbours.4	Here,	arguably	for	the	first	time	we	are	witnessing	the	creation	of	a	type	of	state	sponsored	bidonville	in	the	heart	of	the	affluent	continent	of	Europe	in	which	the	inhabitants	are	distinguished	not	only	by	their	relative	poverty	but	also	by	their	right	even	to	be	resident	within	the	territory.		Social	scientists	with	an	interest	and	concern	for	the	changing	nature	of	the	city	are	thus	confronted	with	a	new	set	of	theoretical	and	methodological	challenges	that	I	would	summarise	as	follows		
• The	need	for	an	understanding	of	how	precarity	and	vulnerability	is	becoming	a	feature	of	many	European	towns	and	cities	with	migrant	populations	as	a	deliberate	act	of	public	policy		
• Thinking	through	the	implications	of	these	forms	of	fractured	citizenship	in	terms	of	strategies	of	inclusion,	community	relations,	health,	security	and	well-being		
• Accounting	for	the	burgeoning	of	what	we	might	call	‘black	sites’	of	population	management	including	immigration	detention	‘hotspots’,	closed	camps	and	segregated	areas	for	those	with	limited	or	unrecognised	immigration	status		
• Devising	research	methods	capable	of	capturing	wider	geographies	and	histories	of	displacement	and	social	harm	and	the	micro,	meso	and	macro	lifeworlds	of	these	new	forced	mobilities		 	
• Contributing	to	a	research	praxis	that	is	supportive	of	humanitarian	and	rights-based	solutions	to	the	challenge	of	global	conflict,	poverty	and	economic	security,	which	nevertheless	retains	a	critical	and	rigorous	evidence-based	approach	to	the	furtherance	of	social	knowledge		This	research	agenda	is	challenging	not	least	because	it	requires	us	to	step	outside	the	confines	and	frontiers	of	our	own	disciplines	and	sub-disciplines	and	really	listen	to	the	voices	and	experiences	of	those	‘new	urban	subjects’	who	represent	the	human	face	of	the	disaster	capitalism	of	the	early	21st	century.																																																										1http://palermo.repubblica.it/cronaca/2016/04/04/news/rissa_con_sparatoria_tra_giovani_di_ballaro_e_del_gambia_un_fermato-136868284/?refresh_ce	2	http://ricerca.repubblica.it/repubblica/archivio/repubblica/2016/04/10/in-1500-sfilano-per-yusupha-la-gente-di-ballaro-non-cePalermo01.html?ref=search	3	http://www.ilfattoquotidiano.it/2012/11/20/immigrazione-profughi-salvano-riace-dal-declino/419833/	4	http://www.dezeen.com/2012/12/05/scum-villages-planned-for-amsterdam/		Parker,	S.			(2015)	Urban	Theory	and	the	Urban	Experience:	Encountering	the	City,	2nd	Edition.	Routledge,	London	and	New	York.	
